KMMK-G URGENT CALL TO THE UNITED NATIONS TO HALT THE
UNJUST AND UNLAWFUL IMPRISONMENT OF KURDISH
LANGUAGE VOLUNTEER TEACHER MS. ZARA MOHAMMADI BY
IRAN

To: Dr. Javaid Rehman, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran
To: The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights – Iran Desk
Your Excellencies,
The Kurdistan Human Rights Association-Geneva (KMMK-G) & UNPO wish to write to you
to kindly ask you to address an urgent communication on the case of Ms. Zahra
MOHAMMADI, 29, the director of the Nojin Cultural Association, an organization whose
work includes teaching Kurdish language and literature.
Ms. Zara MOHAMMDI was called by the judiciary of Sanandaj (Kurdistan province) on 28th
of December 2021 and she was imprisoned on 8th of January 2022 to to serve her five-year
sentence.
Ms. Zara Mohammadi, a Kurdish language teacher and social activist, was charged with
“establishing a committee and group that is against the stability and security of the system”
and sentenced to five years in prison by a Sanandaj appeals court in February 2021.
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Initially, Ms. Mohamamdi was arrested on 23rd of May 2019 for fabricated charges of national
security offences and had been sentenced to 10 years in jail before launching an appeal. She
was then released on bail (700 million Iranian tomans - approximately $27,000) on 2nd
December 2019. She was charged with national security offences in relation to her civil
society work and was released on bail after six months in Iranian detention.
For Ms. Zara “the five year sentence by appeal court without evidence, reason, and with no
consideration to the truth is utter injustice.” And she calls on the United Nations in particular
on the UN Special Rapporteur Dr. Javaid Rehman and the Office of High Commissioner not
keep silent and to take action against it.

Education in mother tongue in Iran
In 2011, the UN Human Rights Committee recommended that Iran ensure that all members
of ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities are able to enjoy their own culture and use their
own language in media and schools.1
Iran is composed of a multi-ethnic, religious, linguistic groups including Persians, Kurds,
Arabs, Azerbaijani Turks, Balochis, and Turkmen. Historically, the suppression of minority
languages in favor of Persian goes back to the beginning of the 20th century and has
continued from the Pahlavi dynasty to the Islamic Republic. Assimilatory policies have been
imposed for almost a century, including most importantly the establishment of Persian as the
only official language of teaching in state schools, but also changes in geographic names, the
repression of minority language publications and cultural associations, and the still ongoing
practice for civil registry officials to refuse to give children belonging to ethnic minorities
names in their own languages2.
Under Article 15 of the Iranian Constitution, Persian is the only official language in the
country. However, the same article stipulates that “the use of regional and tribal languages in
the press and mass media, as well as for teaching of their literature in schools, is allowed in
addition to Persian.” The phrasing of this article effectively restricts the domains in which
languages other than Persian can be used, including in schools where teaching in minority
language is permitted only for literature classes. This provision does not involve guarantees
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that children belonging to linguistic minorities will have access to education in their mother
language.
However, in practice, there has been no elementary, middle, or higher schools in the public
system that teach the foremost minority languages, such as Kurdish, Azerbaijani-Turkish or
Balochi. On the contrary, the Ministry of Education has reportedly circulated reminders to
teachers and school administrators that the use of Kurdish and Turkish languages inside
public schools is forbidden3.
Education in some minority languages like Kurdish has been available only through private
classes, reducing the accessibility and affordability of Kurdish education. Furthermore,
private teachers are required to obtain a license from the state to teach Kurdish, which places
an additional barrier to private practice. Kurdish language teachers have been facing
harassment and persecution, as illustrated by the situation of Ms. Zara MOHAMMADI.
As of today however, the lack of access to mother language education in primary and
secondary schools remains a major challenge, highlighted as an issue of concern by the CRC
during the 2016 review of Iran4. This access at a young age is critical both to preserve
minorities’ distinct culture and identity, and to promote equality of opportunities. Indeed,
some studies have linked high dropout rates and low academic performance of children
belonging to linguistic minorities to a lack of instruction in their primary language5.
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The Association for Human Rights in Kurdistan of Iran-Geneva (KMMK-G) aims to promote democracy, respect for
human rights and social development in and beyond Kurdistan of Iran.

To that purpose, the Association commits itself to struggle against any form of discrimination towards ethnic
and religious minorities within the region, defend political prisoners, fight for the abolition of death penalty,
and promote women’s and children’s rights. In addition, the KMMK-G intends to increase public awareness of
the situation of human rights in all Kurdish regions and to promote the rights and the integration of the Kurds
wherever they live.
Established in Geneva in 2006, the KMMK-G constitutes a bridge between the Kurdish civil society and the
United Nations Agencies and NGOs and participates actively in all the sessions of the Human Rights Council,
the ESCR and the CPR Committee, the UPR and the UN Forum on minority issues and present them reports
on the situation of Human Rights in Kurdistan of Iran (www.kmmk-ge.org), (http://www.kmmkge.org/?p=426&lang=en).Moreover, the Association gets frequently in contact with various United Nations
organs in order to submit reports on the situation of human rights in Kurdistan of Iran.
The KMMK-G is therefore a recognized source of information. Its reports are published on the website of the
United Nations Human Rights Council and High Commissioner of Human Rights. The Association publishes
often articles in Kurdish and Iranian media.
The KMMK-G is also active within the Geneva and Swiss communities. Indeed, Swiss political parties
regularly consult the Association about the Kurdish issue and immigrant’s integration. Further moreover, the
KMMK-G supports the Kurdish Diaspora living in exile by organising conferences, cultural events and
language courses.
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